
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT  
2019 SUMMER READING K-3 

The CRSD Summer Read Book Lists are a compilation of recommendations from CRSD librarians, AASL book lists, Book Bowl list, and ALA award winners. Like 
a mirror, some books on the list will help students reflect on their culture and help build their identity. Other books will be a window, offering a view into 

someone else’s life experience. The list honors the lives of all our students. 

 

Be A Maker  
How many things can you make in a day? A tower, a friend, a change? 
Rhyme, repetition, and a few seemingly straightforward questions 
engage young readers in a discussion about the many things we make 
and the ways we can make a difference in the world. This simple, 
layered story celebrates creativity through beautiful rhyming verse and 
vibrant illustrations with a timely message. 

By Katie Howes 

 

A Boy Like You 
There's more to being a boy than sports, feats of daring, and keeping a 
stiff upper lip. A Boy Like You encourages every boy to embrace all the 
things that make him unique, to be brave and ask for help, to tell his own 
story and listen to the stories of those around him. In an age when boys 
are expected to fit into a particular mold, this book celebrates all the 
wonderful ways to be a boy. 

By Frank Murphy 

 

Carmela Full of Wishes 
When Carmela wakes up on her birthday, her wish has already come 
true--she's finally old enough to join her big brother as he does the family 
errands. Together, they travel through their neighborhood, past the 
crowded bus stop, the fenced-off repair shop, and the panaderYa, until 
they arrive at the Laundromat, where Carmela finds a lone dandelion 
growing in the pavement. But before she can blow its white fluff away, 
her brother tells her she has to make a wish. If only she can think of just 
the right wish to make . . . 

By Matt De La 
Pena 
 



 

Hello Lighthouse 
Learn about the unique chores of a lighthouse keeper and the function of 
a lighthouse through delicate text and delightful illustrations 

by Sophie Blackall 

 

Dreamers 
Morales and her young son discover how they fit into their strange new 
country when they find the public library in this gorgeous, personal 
picture book. 

by Yuyi Morales 

 

The Stuff of the Stars 
A visually stunning and poetic representation of the beginning of our 
universe and life. 

by Marion Dane 
Bauer 



 

Zero 
Zero, dismayed by her big, empty, roundness, tries to force herself into the shape of the 
much-admired One, but must finally accept that she can only be Zero. 

By Kathryn Otoshi 

 

The Day You Begin 
There will be times when you walk into a room and no one there is quite 
like you. 
 
There are many reasons to feel different. Maybe it's how you look, talk, 
or where you're from; maybe it's what you eat, or something just as 
random. It's not easy to take those first steps into a place where nobody 
really knows you yet, but somehow you do it. 

By Jacqueline 
Woodson 

 

Saving Fiona: The Story of the World’s Most Famous Hippo 
"Describes the life of Fiona, a baby hippopotamus who was born 
prematurely and raised by humans at the Cincinnati Zoo, and details how 
the hippo became a worldwide Internet sensation"--OCLC. 

By Thane 
Maynard 

 

Harold & Hog Pretend for Real! 
Can the friendship of best friends Harold and Hog, a carefree elephant 
and a careful hog, survive a game of pretending to be Mo Willems's 
Elephant and Piggie? 

By Dan Santat 



 

Love 
"Illustrations and easy-to-read text celebrate the bonds of love that 
connect us all"--Provided by publisher. 

By Matt de la 
Pena 

 

A Piglet Named Mercy 
"When a pig named Mercy arrives at the Watsons' front door, she brings 
love and chaos to their lives"--OCLC. 

By Kate 
DiCamillo 

 

 

The Undefeated 
Originally performed for ESPN's The Undefeated, this poem is a love 
letter to black life in the United States. It highlights the unspeakable 
trauma of slavery, the faith and fire of the civil rights movement, and the 
grit, passion, and perseverance of some of the world's greatest heroes. 
The text is also peppered with references to the words of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, and others, offering 
deeper insights into the accomplishments of the past, while bringing 
stark attention to the endurance and spirit of those surviving and thriving 
in the present. Robust back matter at the end provides valuable historical 
context and additional detail for those wishing to learn more. 

By Kwame 
Alexander 



 

Astronaut Annie 
Annie uses inspiration from her relatives to present her career day 
aspirations. 

by Suzanne Slade 

 

A Big Mooncake for Little Star 
The big mooncake that Little Star baked with her mother is so delicious! 
She’s not supposed to eat any until her mother says so, but how can she 
resist? 

by Grace Lin 

 

Counting on Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Saved Apollo 13 
A nonfiction picture book about one of the African American and female 
mathematicians at NASA and her involvement with Apollo 13 

by Helaine Becker 

 

The Book of Boy 
In 1350, a boy with a large hump on his back becomes the servant of a 
shadowy pilgrim on his way to Rome, who pulls the boy into a dangerous 
expedition across Europe to gather the seven precious relics of Saint 
Peter. 

By Catherine 
Gilbert Murdock 



 

Front Desk 
Recent immigrants from China and desperate for work and money, 
ten-year-old Mia Tang's parents take a job managing a rundown motel in 
Southern California, even though the owner, Mr. Yao is a nasty skinflint 
who exploits them; while her mother (who was an engineer in China) 
does the cleaning, Mia works the front desk and tries to cope with 
demanding customers and other recent immigrants--not to mention being 
only one of two Chinese in her fifth grade class, the other being Mr. 
Yao's son, Jason. 

By Kelly Yang 

 

The Invisible Boy 
Meet Brian, the invisible boy. Nobody ever seems to notice him or think 
to include him in their group, game, or birthday party . . . until, that is, a 
new kid comes to class. 
 
When Justin, the new boy, arrives, Brian is the first to make him feel 
welcome. And when Brian and Justin team up to work on a class project 
together, Brian finds a way to shine. 

By Trudy Ludwig 

 

Anybody’s Game 
Kathryn Johnston, the First Girl to Play Little League Baseball 
In 1950, Kathryn Johnston wanted to play Little League, but an unwritten 
rule kept girls from trying out. So she cut off her hair and tried out as a 
boy under the nickname "Tubby." She made the team--and changed 
Little League Baseball forever. An inspiring and suspenseful story about 
what it means to want something so badly you'll break the rules to do 
it--and how breaking the rules can lead to change. 

By Heather Lang 



 

Shaking Things Up 
14 Young Women Who Changed the World 
 "Shares stories of fourteen inspiring young female rebels ... who broke 
down walls to pursue their interests, talents, and rights. They fought fires, 
discovered prehistoric animals, circled the globe, braved Nazis, 
championed sports, changed the way we eat, integrated schools, 
improved medicine and more" 

By Susan Hood 

 

 

What If… 
"A child who likes to draw and write stories imagines what would happen 
if there were no pencils, paper, or other tools for being 
creative"--Provided by publisher. 

By Samantha 
Berger 

 

Who Says Women Can’t Be Doctors? 
An introduction to the life and achievements of the first American female 
doctor describes the limited career prospects available to women in the 
early nineteenth century, the opposition Blackwell faced while pursuing a 
medical education, and her pioneering medical career that opened doors 
for future generations of women. 

By Tanya Lee 
Stone 



 

Why? 
Here the stand-in for the child is a sweet white rabbit who can be frisky 
and contemplative by turns, but what she does most consistently is ask 
the one-word question of the title. A shaggy brown bear with a 
remarkably expressive face is helpfully there to answer. What Rabbit is 
questioning never needs to be spelled out, because it is so simply 
depicted in the lovely, focused watercolor illustrations. As he waters 
flowers, Bear responds to the "why?" by saying, "Because flowers need 
water to grow." As Bear guzzles pots of honey, the reason is because it 
tastes good. And when he's lying against a rock, holding his stomach, it's 
because he "ate too much." But for some things, there are no answers. 
Rabbit spies a robin dead in the snow, and a sad Bear can only say, 
"Sometimes I don't know why." This celebration of friendship, which 
Seeger moves seamlessly through the seasons, gives children the 
opportunity to intuit that, while things change, there is also stability in 
love and relationships.  

By Laura Vaccaro 
Seeger 

 

Al Roker’s Extreme Weather 
Tornadoes, Typhoons, and Other Weather Phenomena 
A book about extreme weather 

By Al Roker 

 

From the Heart of Africa 
A Book of Wisdom 
Aphorisms are universal. They give guidance, context, and instruction for 
life's issues, and they help us understand each other and the world 
around us. We use them every day, yet never think about where they 
came from or why they exist. In this beautifully illustrated collection, Eric 
Walters brings us classic sayings from the places where this shared 
wisdom began. Ashanti, Sukuma, Akan, and Kikuyu: all of these cultures 
use the portable and easily shared the knowledge contained in 
aphorisms, and from these cultures and more this communal knowledge 
spread. 

By Eric Walters 



 

Peaceful Fights for Equal Rights 
"Young readers are taken through their #resistance ABCs. Through 
lyrically sparse writing, Rob Sanders introduces abstract concepts like 
'fighting for what you believe in' and turns them into something 
actionable"--Provided by publisher. 

By Rob Sanders 

 

Little Dreamers 
Visionary Women Around the World 
Featuring the true stories of 35 women creators, ranging from writers to 
inventors, artists to scientists, Little Dreamers: Visionary Women Around 
the World inspires as it educates. Readers will meet trailblazing women 
like Mary Blair, an American modernist painter who had a major 
influence on how color was used in early animated films, actor/inventor 
Hedy Lamarr, environmental activist Wangari Maathai, architect Zaha 
Hadid, filmmaker Maya Deren, and physicist Chien-Shiung Wu. Some 
names are known, some are not, but all of the women had a lasting 
effect on the fields they worked in. 

By Vashti 
Harrison 

 

Hidden Figures 
The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race 
"Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the 
moon, a group of dedicated female mathematicians known as -human 
computers- used pencils, slide rules, and adding machines to calculate 
the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. This 
book brings to life the stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, 
Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden, four African-American women 
who lived through the civil rights era, the Space Race, the Cold War, and 
the movement for gender equality, and whose work forever changed the 
face of NASA and the country"--Amazon.com. 

By Margot Lee 
Shetterly with 
Winifred Conkling 



 

Mary 
Who Wrote Frankenstein 
How does a story begin? Sometimes it begins with a dream, and a 
dreamer. Mary is one such dreamer, a little girl who learns to read by 
tracing the letters on the tombstone of her famous feminist mother, Mary 
Wollstonecraft, and whose only escape from her strict father and 
overbearing stepmother is through the stories she reads and imagines. 
Unhappy at home, she seeks independence, and at the age of sixteen 
runs away with poet Percy Bysshe Shelley, another dreamer. Two years 
later, they travel to Switzerland where they meet a famous poet, Lord 
Byron. On a stormy summer evening, with five young people gathered 
around a fire, Byron suggests a contest to see who can create the best 
ghost story. Mary has a waking dream about a monster come to life. A 
year and a half later, Mary Shelley's terrifying tale, Frankenstein: or, the 
Modern Prometheus, is published -- a novel that goes on to become the 
most enduring monster story ever and one of the most popular legends 
of all time. 

By Linda Bailey 

 *Summaries from publishers and Follett  

 
 


